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FROM THE PRINCIPAL:
We are certainly in interesting times at the moment, facing uncertainties and unknowns in all aspects of our lives.
Changes are happening quickly and sometimes without time to get completely organised.
We have maintained business as usual at school – with the added handwashing, physical distancing and generally
being aware of hygiene and our impact on others. Students have all taken this seriously without being alarmed. I have
had discussions in a number of classes about some of the ‘what ifs’ that they were asking to hopefully allay any
concerns they had about school closures, what they could do and why we are asking them to take extra precautions.
Students and staff have been very good at maintaining their hand washing and have a range of songs to sing so that
they complete it in the correct time.
Parent Interviews
In the midst of this we’ve had parent interviews where parents were shown data collected about student learning and
growth, some student goals were shared and questions were asked. Thank you to the parents who were able to make
it in or were contacted by telephone. If you would still like to talk with your child’s teacher contact them to make
arrangements to be contacted by phone.
Naplan testing
As you would have heard, Naplan testing will not go ahead this year. Students weren’t devastated by this news, in fact
I think I even got some cheers when I announced the sad news. Given everything else happening I think it is a good
idea to remove this testing for 2020. We are also having to cancel a number of other events that are usually looked
forward to by staff and students. We just hope that the long term sees us at school and continuing learning programs
with each other.
Sapsasa Cricket
Luckily for Hamish and Ethan they got to attend their cricket as District Sapsasa representatives last week. All other
events for the year have been put on hold so they were fortunate to be able to participate, even though they missed
some of the extra activities the teams might have done in the past. Both
boys did well, with Hamish scoring plenty of runs and Ethan taking a number
of wickets. Their team finished 3rd in their division so a good overall result
too.
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Our schools are remaining open, (until the end of next week) however this week the teaching staff met to determine
what they would put in place should there be school closures. Although we are hoping it doesn’t come to full closures,
we can see that this is probably going to happen to keep everyone safe. At the same time we want the learning we
prepare to be accessible to everyone. We understand that not everyone has enough devices for their entire family to use
for online learning, or the downloads or uploads needed for everyone to access things online. Staff are planning a blend
of paper and online activities for students in the event of a closure so that you have some activities for them to continue
with.
Next term our theme was to be Healthy Plants – tying in to the theme for United Nations International Year of Plant
Health. Teachers have used this theme to prepare work they would have done in the class ready for the take home packs.
It is a great opportunity to look in our own backyards as well.
The Department for Education has developed a site to help families with learning activities if they are at home. This link
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa will take you to the page if you are looking for extra things for your
children to do.
In the latter part of the week we have seen numbers in the classes decline as parents are choosing to self-isolate on their
properties. Students have been given work which teachers already had in place for the last weeks of term. The
Department for Education has said this is not a requirement, but as it is in place, students will take that home. As we
don’t know what is happening beyond the holidays and in to next term we will email to let you know the arrangements
for picking up student work packs should they be needed.
It would be impossible to think that full learning could continue
for an extended amount of time under these conditions. We know
this is a concern for everyone, but assure you that the students
will be welcomed back enthusiastically and continue their
learning from where they are after any closure.
Today students were able to borrow a number of books from the
library to take home. Please take care of this larger than usual
number and return them to the school when we start again.
We have also asked students to ensure they have their own
drinking bottle and not to use the bubblers in the yard other than
for refilling their bottles. I hope you can support them with this.
If possible we ask that you drop off your children and pick them up from the gate rather than entering the school grounds.
We are being asked to reduce the contact that everyone has and this is a way of reducing this.
In the meantime, it is important to support the efforts to slow the spread of the virus. Most of our students are lucky
enough to have big back yards where they will be able to roam, ride bikes, build cubbies and carry out other fun activities
to keep busy on weekends. It isn’t the time to have visitors over, visit family or friends or go for a roam around the area.
With everyone doing their part to remain distanced we can hopefully move past this time more quickly.
As announced on Thursday the school will be closing for student free days in week 11. Staff will be at school and continue
to work on preparing for term 2.
Thank you to staff who are putting aside their own concerns to ensure that students have a place to continue their daily
routines and help to reduce any anxiety they may have.
I have attached some tips for coping with coronavirus anxiety which may be of use to you and your children.
Stay safe
Joann

Curbing the spread of Fear
With everything going on in the world and increasingly more restrictions here in Australia, there’s something
I’ve noticed spreading a lot quicker than any virus: FEAR. It’s been evident for a few weeks now from panic
buying and empty shelves to a general fear of the virus itself and what will happen with it. If you are fearful,
chances are the children around are also picking up on that fear. That fear can look like anything and can
include being more shy, or acting out, or wanting more time with Mum or Dad. What can be done?
In regards to COVID-19 a lot of this fear is around getting sick
and what that will be like as well as a lot of misconceptions
from what they hear on media. In order to help ease young
ones about this, the facts are a good place to start. Find out
what your child believes then assure them of truths such as,
yes many people will get sick but most people who get sick
will have mild symptoms and it might be like having a cold.
Yes, some people will get more sick and some have
unfortunately died but this seems to mostly be people who
are older, or those that have other illnesses. I know that part
can be the scary especially when they know people who are
at greater risk. But that’s also why we have the social
distancing/self-isolation. We do this to try to stop the bug
spreading so that less people are sick at the same time so
that the doctors and nurses can take care of them. And most
of all, assure them that we will get through this. The sun will
rise tomorrow and we as a whole will go on living. Another
practical way is to keep as best as you can to a routine.
Just about the best thing we can do for our young ones is to
try to be present. Hear their concerns, and let them know
that you hear them and that you are there to help them
through. Of course to be present with them it helps if we are
looking out for ourselves. It can help if you are staying
connected to community through technology, be it a phone
call, face-time, skype etc.
Together we will get through this.
Look out for your neighbour, and stay well.
Amy Pietsch
amy.pfeiffer805@schools.sa.edu.au
If you need any mental health support you can contact:
 13 11 14 Lifeline operating 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week
 Lifeline Text 0477 13 11 14 operate 6pm – midnight
(AEDT), 7 nights a week


Lifeline webchat will continue to operate 7pm –
midnight (AEDT), 7 nights a week



Kids Helpline – for children that may need support 1800 55 1800 https://kidshelpline.com.au



Beyond Blue – 1300 22 4636 https://beyondblue.org.au

Class 2/3’s wonderings
This term the 2/3 class has been working on their comprehension skills by reading picture books and
asking questions.

As a class we read The Gingerbread Man, after the story was over the students were placed into 2
groups to submit their wonderings. Here are some of our questions:

Next term we are going to incorporate our STEM lessons with our wonderings and create different
options for the Gingerbread man to survive

