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News from Joann

14* August Mornings can be a bit of a rush for families, but giving children a few
Bus Safe Program at School extra minutes at school before the bell goes can make a big difference to
their day.
Arriving by 8:45am allows students time to settle in, connect with
friends, chat with staff, and get organised before learning begins at 9am.
These few minutes are not just a buffer—they’re an important part of
setting the tone for a calm, focused and positive day.
Students who arrive with time to spare are able to unpack their bags,
take a breath, ask any questions they may have, and ease into the school
day without feeling rushed or flustered. It also gives them the chance to
engage in some play, which supports social development and helps
them feel ready and relaxed for learning.
We understand mornings can sometimes be challenging, but we
encourage families to aim for an 8:45 arrival whenever possible. It’s a
small change that supports a big benefit: a smoother start to the day
and a stronger mindset for learning.
Let’s work together to help all our students begin each day with calm,

connection and confidence.

1° September
School Closure We are now entering the time when planning for 2026 begins!

If your child/children will not be attending Mundulla Primary School next
year please let us know.

3" September We also have some names of students who will be attending as Foundation
Athletics Training students either from the start of next year or mid year. If you know of

anyone thinking about attending that we may not be aware of also let us

know as we will be better able to organise for the year that way.
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This term we welcomed 3 new foundation students to

the school. Welcome Darcie, Elke and Janke. Welcome

to Janke’s family as well as this is their first child to

start school.

We also welcome 3 other students to the school .
They are in year 3,4 and 5. Welcome Elham, Sophie

and Harper as well as their families.

Student Free Day_

While students enjoyed a break on our recent student-free day, our staff were hard at work off-
site, engaging in professional learning focused on the teaching of phonics and reading.

The day provided a valuable opportunity to observe another school's approaches to phonics
instruction and broader literacy teaching practices. Staff engaged in classroom observations,
professional dialogue, and collaborative discussions around what high-quality literacy
instruction looks like in action.

A key outcome of the day was identifying a promising phonics program that we will now
investigate further. Our goal is to ensure all students — at a greater number than before — reach
or exceed the expected literacy benchmarks. Exploring programs that are evidence-based and
effective in building strong foundations in reading is a critical part of that journey.

The day was a great success, leaving staff energised and inspired. We look forward to sharing

updates with families as we continue to refine our literacy practices to support every learner.

Last week we were presented with a cheque for
$2000 by D&M Rural. For a number of years we
have applied unsuccessfully for the CRT Grant
and this year it was successful. Thanks to Adam,
Abby and Nicole who have helped with the
applications.

The money will go towards the Governing Council

Ground Splash markings in the play area.
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Come on an Adventure with us

for Book Week.
On Friday 22" August we will be

Children’s Book Week
16-23 August 2025

venturing to the Far Away Tree to
enjoy some book readings or

read our favourite books. There

might even be some sausages

and damper to be eaten! .

Wanted: Do you have any take away food
containers. We need clean containers of any

size for our Art Room for activities and

storage.
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Congratulations to Aiden who has been selected to play s e \ / / NN
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in Adelaide for the regional hockey team and Abigail who 7™ ~ ,
auditioned and was successful for a solo for the South East / -
Music Festival. e

Great achievement for them both!



As we move into August, it’s time to dig out those hats! Our SunSmart policy requires students
to wear hats from the 1st of August or when the UV rating reaches 3 or above. The Upper
Primary class is taking the lead by checking and displaying the daily UV ratings on the
blackboard so that everyone knows when it’s time to wear their hat outside. Thanks for

supporting this important health and safety measure.
A big thank you to all the families who continue to sign children in or out when arriving late or
leaving early. In the coming weeks, we’re hoping to have our EMS scanner up and running,

making the process even easier with a quick and secure electronic check-in system.

Lastly, with changes to sports training schedules, please remember that we must hear directly

from an adult—either in writing or verbally—if there are any changes to your child’s after-

school arrangements. If you're running late or need to pick up your child unexpectedly, please
call the school. Without communication, we are required to place students on the bus as per

usual routine.

Thanks for your cooperation and continued support in keeping our school safe and well
organised!
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Joann Packer

The Variety Bash event will be a day the students and staff will remember for a long time.

HUGE thank you to everyone who helped prepare food or work on the day. A real team effort
that was appreciated by the ‘Bashers” who all commented positively on the food they received.
Special mention and thankyou to Adam and Laura who worked behind the scenes for a while in
order to have everything in place. To the staff and students for their efforts in creating the Box
car - they also received positive comments from the participants on the day.

It was great to see so many parents, grandparents and community members take the
opportunity to come out and have a look.

A few snapshots from the day are included below.

More to come later - check out our Facebook page : @mundullaps



VARIETY BASH

With the visit of Variety on Thursday 7*"
of August all of our students have been
busy working in multi-year level groups
on a range of projects. Each group were
allocated a theme/book and given the
challenge of creating the following:

Box Car
Helmet
Team flag

Money tin
& Racing jacket




Magic School Bus
Thelma the Unicorn
Where's Wally
George the Farmer
Monster Trucks
Billy the Punk
Chicken Divas
Bluey

Gingerbread Man
Marvel

The Hungry Caterpillar

Rosie Revere Engineer
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