
 

We have welcomed some new staff and students. We welcome Hayley Baendler as our Reception/ year

1 teacher. Kara Heinrich is 2 days in the year 5/6 class with Jess Wiese.
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Welcome to the new school year. It has been wonderful to return and
see all the smiling faces and students eager to learn. 

Our first week was a challenge due to the temperatures, but everyone
seems to have weathered that well - even so, we don’t want a repeat of

those temperatures any time soon. Classes have all been working on
setting up routines and expectations, especially around the new whole
school approach through Playberry that we are implementing this year

for the teaching of literacy - more on that later in the newsletter and
when we are able to hold a parent information session.  Students have

been revisiting our school values with in-class discussions and
activities. The culmination was a rotation of events to make use of each

of the values. 

Our Reception students Everly, Charlie and Adalyn with their

teacher Hayley Braendler.

Lucy has also joined us in the year 2 /3 class.

Contact 
Cnr Hinge & Kennedy St, 

Mundulla, SA, 5279
 Ph: (08) 87534064

Email: dl.0297.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Newsletter  

News from JoannDiary Dates
30/01/2026

Morgan Cameron - year 4 and Sophie Ansell - year 2/ 3, both return but with a change of year levels. 
Beth Cuthbertson is now providing specialist release in Health and PE across the school. Kathy Haynes has
won the position as Wellbeing Co-ordinator for one day a week, continues as our Autism Inclusion teacher

and is providing specialist release in the Arts and Science. 



📘 Literacy Terminology – A Quick Guide for Parents
Phoneme- The smallest unit of sound in a word.

Example: “shark” has three phonemes – sh / ar / k
Grapheme- The letter or letters that represent a sound. Example: sh, ar, k

Phonics  Teaching reading by matching sounds (phonemes) to letters (graphemes).
Phonology  The study of the sound structure of language.

Morpheme  The smallest unit of meaning in a word.Example: shark + s
Blending Putting sounds together to read a word.

Segmenting Breaking a word into sounds to spell it.

At the start of each year we ask that any changes for your family are communicated to us. Have you moved,

changed jobs, have new contact or emergency contact details? We need to know to update our records. 

We also have the option to send all SMS and email communications to both parents or 1. If you are getting

them and want to nominate 1 person or you only have 1 and want 2 - let us know.  

This year, our school is rolling out Playberry Laser, an evidence-informed literacy program, across the school initially in
Phases 1, 2 and 3. Last year students were tested and we have 4 groups – phase 1,2 and two groups at phase 3. The sessions
will run form 9:20 -10:20 across the whole school so it is important that all students are at school in this time, not arriving
and interrupting the whole group. 
Depending on the phase students are in they may be changing classrooms for these sessions. This week we have had 2
sessions where students and teachers went to the classes they will work in and learnt a few of the procedural aspects of the
lessons. 
A strong body of international research has shown that there is an effective way to teach reading and spelling—one that
works for the vast majority of children. This research is often referred to as The Science of Reading.
Importantly, the Science of Reading is not a single program. It is a research-based approach that underpins high-quality
literacy programs like Playberry Laser.
What is Playberry Laser?
Playberry Laser is a structured, synthetic phonics program that explicitly teaches students how sounds and letters work
together. Children learn to:

recognise individual sounds in words (phonemes)
connect those sounds to letters or letter groups (graphemes)
blend sounds to read words and segment sounds to spell words

In the early years, students focus on learning the basic code (simple letter–sound correspondences), before progressing to
more complex spelling patterns known as extended code.
Across all phases, students regularly review and practise what they have learned. This repetition helps skills move into long-
term memory, supporting automaticity—the ability to read and spell accurately without effort.
Why this matters
Research shows that strong readers don’t guess words—they decode them. Explicit phonics instruction benefits all students:
those who find reading challenging and those who appear to learn easily. Playberry also includes instruction in morphology
(meaningful word parts), helping students understand and spell more complex words, including those used in science and
other subject areas.
Our goal is simple: To ensure every child develops confident, accurate reading and spelling skills that support
comprehension, writing and learning across the curriculum.



The Great Values Challenge Afternoon  
We focused on 4 of the school values - co-operation,

creativity, respect and excellence
Students worked in cross aged groups with year 6's

showing great leadership and support. 
Students worked co-operatively to use the parachute to

maintain balls in the middle while waving it up and down.
They each had a turn going under the parachute as well. 

Creativity - Rappidoh game Students worked with a
partner to make items out of play dough with the first pair
to work it out being able to ‘steal’ some playdough from

another team.  

Short movies were made to show respect with a school
scenario  to demonstrate how respect can be shown and

worked together to make a short film.  
Excellence - They worked on a positive mindset

book mark while striving for excellence in
presentation. 



Friday Water Fun
House teams worked together on some fun activities as team

building exercises today - all based around water. 
Water relays,  Water pistol target practice and even Duck, Duck
Goose where the person had a wet sponge so it was more like
sprinkle, sprinkle, squeeze to get the water out and choose the

person to run. 



Year 2/3
This week the Year 2/3 class have been learning about our school’s key

 
Values:co-operation, respect, creativity, responsibility, integrityand
excellence. 

To practise cooperation, students worked in groups on a “MakeSquares”
activity. They had to use the same number of sticks to create different
numbers of squares, thinking together and sharing ideas to solve the
puzzle.

For respect, the class read ‘My Mouth is a Volcano’, which led to
discussions about how to manage our words and think before we speak.
Students designed colourful volcano-themed t-shirts, each displaying
personalised reminders for how to stop ‘erupting’ and speak kindly to
others.

Creativity has been explored through a self-portrait art project. Each
student created an artwork that was unique to them, using their
favourite colours, patterns and details to show their personality.





School Lunch Menu February
2026 Hot Food 

Macaroni Cheese
Chicken Gravy Roll

McCain’s Pizza 

Chicken Burger 

Pie/ Pasty
Sausage Roll

Mini Pie, Pasty/ Sausage
roll

Chicken Nuggets (4)
Sauce 

Meat and Salad 
Meat and salad Tub 

Toasted ham and cheese 
sandwich 

Toasted Cheese 

Nippy’s 250 ml Flavoured 
Milk 

Fruit Juice 

Quelch fruit stick

Banana, apple or orange 

$5.00
$6.50
$4.50 

$7.00 

$6.00
$5.00 

$2.50 

$4.00 
.30 

$8.00 
$10.00 
$7.50 

$7.00 

Sandwiches
Ham/Cheese/Tom/Lettuce

Meat/Salad mix 

Drinks 

Chocolate/Strawberry 

Apple/AppleBlackcurrent 

Extras 
99% Frozenfruit juice 

(Lettuce Tomato, Cheese, low
fat Mayo) 

$3.00 

$2.50 

$1.00

$1.00 



All types of School Card applications 
will be available online from 
13January2020

 Youcan access theonline forms from any device that gets internet, 
including mobile devices, such as tablets and smart phones, as well as 
laptops and computers.

Applying online is easy! Simply follow the steps below.

STEP 3
 

STEP 4

STEP 5
 

STEP 1

STEP 2 

From 13 January visit sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard

Select the type of School Card you would like to apply for 
(for example ‘Type A’) and follow the prompts.
Complete all mandatory fields. 

Please note: you cannot proceed to the next page unless all mandatory fields are complete.

Once you have completed a page click on the ‘NEXT’ button.

Once you have filled out all pages click the ‘SUBMIT’ button. 
Please note: if you exit the form without clicking ‘SUBMIT’ your details will be
lost.

You can save the form, and return to complete it at another time,
by clicking on the ‘SAVE’ button.

APPLYING
FOR A
SCHOOL
CARD

 sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard
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