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the Year 4 classroom. 

We are having some staff changes in the next few

weeks and months.  Chelsea had planned to return to

work in July, however this no longer possible, so she is

extending her leave until the start of 2027. 

Thankfully Sonia has agreed to stay on in that role as

well as picking up some extra hours to complete some

of the tasks Barb is doing. See more about Barb on

the next page. 

We will have an SSO position coming up next term

and are working on that at the moment. 

Kathy is continuing to heal and apart from being

extremely sick of sitting still, she is continuing to

offering her support to everyone from her chair at

home. 

 

Training for Sports Day is

underway. 

Remember the change of

date - April 8  at Frances th

We say goodbye to Alice Goode who completed her

placement today. She has blended into our staff

very well and we wish her all the best for her future

work and studies.



In Week 8, we will be farewelling one of our staff members, Barb Salmon, as she takes leave from

the Department for Education until the end of the year. Barb is currently in her 50th year of

service, an incredible milestone and a true testament to her dedication, care, and commitment to

Public Education and the Mundulla Community.

Over her many years at Mundulla, Barb has witnessed – and been part of – enormous change.

From the days when the house served as the principal’s residence, through the era of double

blues, to today’s heritage look, Barb has seen it all. She has worked in many different spaces

across the school, leaving a lasting impact wherever she’s been. I remember her stories of going

from a normal typewriter to an electric typewriter – one where mistakes could be erased and

written over! Her skills now extend to a computer word processing as well. 

The influence Barb has had on students and staff alike cannot be overstated. Many former

students still remember her fondly and often ask after her when they visit, usually with a “Miss

Salmon” story to share. These memories are often linked to the library, the craft groups she ran,

or the first aid she provided over the years. While Barb no longer jokingly offers to remove

fingers, hands, or limbs after playground injuries (in case she’s taken seriously!), her care and

concern for students has always been genuine and unwavering.

The library has always held a special place in Barb’s heart, and there are  photos of her dressed

up for Book Week over the years. One standout memory is a ‘Who Sank the Boat?’ display in the

library, complete with a bathtub – a perfect example of Barb’s creativity and enthusiasm.

It’s hard to imagine how many show displays Barb has set up, how many excursions and camps

she has organised, or how many notes she has sent home and carefully collated on their return.

No doubt, in the coming weeks, we’ll discover many “behind the scenes” jobs that have quietly

and reliably been taken care of by Barb for years.

We thank Barb sincerely for her extraordinary contribution to our school community and the

Department for Education and wish her all the very best for her leave and whatever adventures

come next. 💙

 

Celebrating Barb Salmon’s Remarkable Contribution to Mundulla Primary School



The Importance of Reading at Home
Why Reading at Home Matters

Students who read regularly at home:

📖 Build stronger vocabulary

🧠 Improve comprehension and understanding

✏️ Develop better writing skills

🎯 Increase focus and concentration

💡 Strengthen critical thinking

🌍 Learn more across all subjects, including science,

humanities and mathematics

Regular reading exposes children to thousands of new

words each year, helping them become more confident

readers and learners.

📉 A Quick Reminder

Recently, we have noticed a reduction in the number

of students reading at home and recording their

reading in their diaries.

Recording reading in diaries helps:

Teachers track student progress

Families stay involved in learning

Students build responsibility for their reading

habits

Encouraging children to read and record their

reading each night can make a meaningful difference

to their confidence and success at school.

Simple Ways to Support Reading at Home

Supporting reading doesn’t have to be complicated.

Small routines can have a big impact.

Try these simple ideas:

⏰ Set a daily reading time (before bed works well)

📚 have children read aloud so you can hear and

correct any errors. 

👨‍👩‍👧 Read together, especially with younger students

❓ Ask questions about the story, such as:

What was your favourite part?

Who was your favourite character and why?

What do you think will happen next?

✍️ Record the reading in the student diary

🌱 Building a Love of Reading

When reading becomes part of everyday life,

children begin to see books as a source of

enjoyment and discovery, rather than just a

school task.

This positive attitude helps students become:

Curious learners

Confident readers

Independent thinkers

By supporting reading at home, families and

schools work together to build strong literacy

skills that benefit students both in the classroom

and beyond.

📖 Just a few minutes of reading each day can

help develop a lifelong love of learning.



  Pastoral Care Worker 

Each year a review is held with SMG staff ( Schools’ Ministry

Group), Joann  and Nicola. This will take place in 2 weeks time. 

We would appreciate feedback from parents and students via

the form accessed by the QR code so we have a range of

perspectives on the role and Nicola’s work. 

Thank you to Daniel, Nicole and Barb for

organising and putting up the Mundulla

Primary School display for the show.  It is a

great opportunity to showcase student work

to the community. 

It is great to see the range of work completed and up on display - don’t forget to check it out at

the show on Saturday.

Show Display

On Show Day please leave all student work at the show. We will collect it for an

activity later in the year. Items will be collected and sorted before coming home

later. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DsoG7vYik40OPHynWreYxvMqyZrvt7h9Nh53IysoFk29UOFZIODc4S0M1Qk5SNkxMTEkyQ0NQNUVSMi4u&data=05%7C02%7Cjoann.packer160%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cd33ae65334a140c7de7408de6eb36f38%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C639069914151875012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sDh0EU9wfNqmQ3uyiMgegh1dfOiXBr7eA3c7TNVU5vU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DsoG7vYik40OPHynWreYxvMqyZrvt7h9Nh53IysoFk29UOFZIODc4S0M1Qk5SNkxMTEkyQ0NQNUVSMi4u&data=05%7C02%7Cjoann.packer160%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cd33ae65334a140c7de7408de6eb36f38%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C639069914151875012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sDh0EU9wfNqmQ3uyiMgegh1dfOiXBr7eA3c7TNVU5vU%3D&reserved=0
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Four students have nominated for the Young

Environmental Leaders Program.  

Our first day was at the Naracoorte Caves where

we visited the Wonambi Centre. 

We went into Blanche Cave and learnt about

Limestone. After recess we went in the Bat

Observation Centre. We saw a lot of bats via the

cameras including in the maternity cave where

there were a LOT of baby bats. Hard to imagine

they are an endangered species- the Bent Wing

Bat. We found out that bat poo is called guano.

After lunch we heard about the projects that

each school has at their sites and began

planning for our project for the year. 

                Penny                                   Marcus

                Eddie                                    Noah



What We’ve Been Learning

CLASS NEWSLETTER PAGE
Miss Cameron: Year 4

In HASS this term, students have been exploring different types of communities and what
makes each one unique. We have been learning about the characteristics of urban, suburban

and rural communities, comparing features such as population size, types of housing, transport
options, land use, and available services.

Community Building Project Literacy

We have also brought our HASS
learning into our writing lessons.
Students used their understanding
of different communities to write
about which they would prefer 
to live in and why, justifying 
their ideas with reasons from 
our class discussions.

To extend our learning, students have begun a
Community Building Project. Each student
selected either an urban, suburban or rural
community to design and develop. They are
creating their communities using a range of
materials — some have chosen LEGO, while others
are constructing their designs using boxes and
recycled materials

We are excited to see the creativity, problem-solving and thoughtful planning coming to
life in their designs! 


